The Doctoral Minor: 

Description, Guidelines, and Agreement Form
*NOTE: This Form must be completed and received by the SOM Graduate Office, and approved by the Major Professor, Minor Professor and the SOM Director of Graduate Studies (DGS) 
BEFORE THE END OF THE THIRD SEMESTER 

OF ENROLLMENT IN THE DOCTORAL PROGRAM. 

You will NOT be able to take Preliminary Exams until this form is completed and approved.
→→ There are TWO kinds of Minors:
Option A: Single Department: Minor coursework done in a SINGLE department/major field of study, either in the School of Music OR in another department.  A minimum of 9 credits, but some SOM Minors are as many as 13. Requires the approval of the Minor area or department being chosen (E.g., Choral Conducting, Business, etc.) The SOM has approved a number of Minor options described in detail in “School of Music Doctoral Minors,” available at http://www.music.wisc.edu/majors/grad. (See below, also.)
Option B: Distributed: Minimum of 9 credits in more than one department. Can include some coursework in the School of Music, and must be a coherent program of study.  The Director of Graduate Studies (DGS) must approve this. The DGS can serve as Minor Professor for a Distributed Minor. If not, the student, the Major Professor, and the DGS decide who would be a logical choice to serve as Minor Professor. 
The Minor is a vital part of the degree requirement in doctoral programs.  All coursework toward the Minor must be completed or in progress before the student can take preliminary examinations. The Director of Graduate Studies monitors all Minor programs within the department.  
Rules and guidelines for all Minor programs in Music:

1. Chose your Minor in consultation with your major professor or advisor to best utilize the opportunity for adding breadth and depth to the course of study.

2.  All Minors in the School of Music are between 9 and 12 credits.  Distributed (Option B) Minor options for music majors must be approved by School of Music faculty.
3.  Minor courses must be from outside your major area of study.
4. All courses used for the Minor must be 300-level or above and taken after the bachelor’s degree. Graduate level courses taken at another institution as part of a graduate program may count towards the Minor, as long as they are 300-level or above and taken after the bachelor’s degree.
5. Ordinarily, only ONE course (maximum 3 credits) of independent study is allowed (that is, 499, 699, 799, 999). This is a Graduate School requirement. Prior permission of the Director of Graduate Studies will be required for students wanting to take more than 3 credits of Independent Study for their Minor coursework.
6.  You cannot use research and thesis courses (660-990) for the Minor.

7.  A maximum of 6 credits completed 5 or more years prior to admission to the doctoral major may be applied toward the Minor. Courses taken 10 or more years ago may NOT be counted toward the Minor. 
8.  Courses taken pass-fail or for audit may not be applied toward the Minor, but courses with grades of S (Satisfactory) are allowed.
9.  A course with a grade lower than B may not be counted toward the Minor.  A GPA of 3.0 must be maintained in the Minor course work.

10. Courses that count towards the Minor coursework may not be used to fulfill Major coursework requirements. This is a Grad School requirement. E.g., Courses that count towards the “Required work in Musicology and Theory” requirement cannot also count towards the Minor. 

Minors within the School of Music

The following Minors are available to students enrolled in doctoral majors in the School of Music.

MINOR TITLE




LIMITATIONS

Musicology




n/a to Ethnomusicology majors

Ethnomusicology




n/a to Musicology majors

Theory


Composition

Jazz Studies

Choral Conducting



n/a to Wind Conducting or Orchestral Conducting majors

Orchestral Conducting



n/a to Wind Conducting or Choral Conducting majors
Wind Conducting




n/a to Choral Conducting or Orchestral Conducting majors

Vocal Performance

Percussion Performance

Organ Performance



n/a to Piano Performance majors

Piano Performance



n/a to Organ majors

Piano Pedagogy
n/a to Organ Performance, Piano Performance or                                               Collaborative Piano majors

Collaborative Piano



n/a to Organ or Piano Performance majors

Guitar Performance



n/a to majors in Violin, Viola, Cello, String








Bass or Harp Performance

String Pedagogy




n/a to majors in Violin, Viola, Cello, String








Bass, Harp or Guitar Performance

Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Saxophone


n/a to majors in Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, 


or Bassoon Performance



Saxophone or Bassoon Performance

Horn, Trumpet, Trombone,


n/a to majors in Horn, Trumpet, Trombone, 


Euphonium or Tuba Performance


Euphonium or Tuba Performance
Opera Production

Opera/Voice Coaching
ONLY available to DMA students in Piano Performance, Piano Performance and Pedagogy, Collaborative Piano, or to those with a certified level of piano proficiency
Violin, Viola, Cello, String Bass


n/a to majors in Violin, Viola, Cello, String


or Harp Performance


Bass, or Harp Performance
Harpsichord
n/a to majors in Piano Performance, Collaborative Piano, Piano Performance and Pedagogy or Organ majors





Doctoral Minor Agreement Form

Today’s Date: ____________

Student’s Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 
ID#: __________________________________________________________________________________

Email address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
Degree (DMA or PhD): _______
Degree Major (e.g., Piano Performance) :  ____________________________________________________ 
Minor Option (Choose A or B, see Page One) :  ____  

Minor Area (e.g., Opera Production): _________________________________________________________ 
Is this an original or revised Minor Agreement Form?  _____________________________________________
List Minor Courses as they appear on your UW-Madison Transcript. Ordinarily, only ONE course (maximum 3 credits) of independent study is allowed (that is, 499, 699,799,999).  Exceptions may be made only with permission from the SOM Director of Graduate Studies. Transfer credits: List courses both: a) as shown on transcript, and b) course number for UW-Madison equivalent.  Request for transfer credit must be accompanied by approval memo from Minor professor and Minor area chair.
	Dept. 
	Course # (e.g. 415)
	Course Title 
	Semester/Year
	Grade 
	# of Credits

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


→→ Your Major Professor and Minor Professor must both sign to indicate that they approve this list of courses as your Minor Coursework.
__________________________________ (print name: ____________________________ )      _________
Signature of Major Professor                                          

 



Date

__________________________________ (print name: ____________________________ )      _________
Signature of Minor Professor                                          

 



Date

__________________________________   (print name: _____________________________)    _________
Signature of SOM Director of Graduate Studies

 




Date

\\144.92.118.10\gradoffice\Forms\Doctoral Box Forms\Doctoral Minor Desc.,Guide and Agreement Form  (revised 9/18/19 msd)
Even though the Graduate School has relaxed its requirement on Minors as of Fall, 2011, the School of Music still requires that all doctoral students declare a Minor course of study. 


The UW-Madison Graduate School describes Doctoral Minors in the following way: 


“The purpose of the Minor is to give breadth to a Ph.D. (D.M.A.) major.  


To ensure coherence, a Minor program must be approved by the appropriate department.”








